[Obsessive-compulsive disorder in children and adolescents. Epidemiological and clinical aspects].
Obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) in children and adolescents is apparently a much more common disorder than previously believed. The literature on OCD in children and adolescents is reviewed, and OCD is described as a severe disorder with a poor prognosis for about half of the patients. The clinical picture seems to be the same across different cultures. The most common symptoms are obsessions about dirt and contamination and washing rituals.